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Recommendation for Stairway to Heroin Program 
November 15, 2016 
 
Arrowhead Union High School, in Hartland, Wisconsin, was fortunate enough to bring the Stairway to 
Heroin program into our district for a community-wide presentation in October of 2016. The program 
was exceptional, and from start to finish it was a pleasure to work with Katie Westerman and the rest 
of the organizers. 
 

Prior to the presentation itself, our relevant staff members were consulted and treated as partners in 
planning. Time and concern was put into learning about our school’s needs and those of the 
surrounding community.  Key, local citizens were brought into the program such as a mom who lost 
her daughter to a drug overdose, local police, fire, and EMT representatives, a physician, and even the 
district attorney for our county.  All participants were provided, well in advance of the program date, 
a detailed agenda, exact timing for their speeches,  recommendations for topics and tone, and 
information regarding the stage, sound, and lighting set-up. This diligent advanced planning ensured 
the actual program was implemented without a hitch.  
 

The Stairway to Heroin presentation itself… I cannot say enough about it!  The highly engaging, wide 
variety of speakers involved, as well as the visual aids incorporated, made the two+ hour presentation 
whiz by in a flash. From the technical data  shared by law enforcement speakers, and the medical 
terminology and statistics from the physician and EMT, and the heart-wrenching story of losing a 
daughter to a drug addiction, and each member of one family sharing how addiction affected them… 
there was not a person in the 300-member audience that did not learn something new. Perhaps, 
more importantly, EVERYONE was emotionally touched, which means this program will have a lasting 
impact on each audience member and participant. I am sure of it.  
 

Finally, several days after the event, the planning team (Katie Westerman and external planners, 
along with our internal staff planners) met to debrief and discuss the program-- How did it go? What 
portion s were most valuable? What could have been better?  What was the subsequent feedback 
from students and parents? What are next steps for Arrowhead Union High School?  This follow-up 
discussion was just one more example of how caring and dedicated the organizers are regarding the 
health, safety and wellbeing of our students and the community as a whole.  I highly recommend 
bringing Stairway to Heaven into your community.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Laura Myrah 
Superintendent  
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